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the effect produced by a falling ball is equivalent to the
work done in raising it.

It follows that while we can get a tolerably sufficient
causal explanation for events in the psychical realm when
we argue backwards, Le. with reference to that portion of
the causal series already traversed, we can never argue
forwards. Under favourable conditions we can predict
natural events with certainty. But in the case of psychical
events the most we can do is to indicate the general direction,
not the specific form, of the result. There is a psychical
history of the past, but no sure prophecy of the future;
and so far every attempt at a historical philosophy that
has presumed to foretell coming events has gone astray.
Laplace's fiction of a world-formula is inapplicable to
psychical processes not only because it is shattered by the
incalculable complexity of events, but because it is itself in
contradiction with the laws of psychical processes.

(c) Indeterminism and Determinism.

The ordinary view confuses this impossibility of foreseeing
events with a denial of their causation. Because no one can
foresee the form that psychical causality will take in a given
case, it supposes such causality to be non-existent; and
since vulgar determinism and vulgar indeterminisrn are alike
in their erroneous substitution of naturalistic for psychical
causality, it is not surprising that they should be more
nearly alike than they realise in their outcome. For ordinary
determinism, assuming the whole burden of proving the
existence of an unbroken chain of natural causation, makes
the more remote causes of volition to consist in physical
brain processes, which, by reason of their dependence on the
general course of nature, are completely determined. Now
only the last of thesfe processes is accompanied by con-